ds. Skilled Bidai, Akokisa, and Deadose horsemen 5y, Cifleme
ra%ds.- San Ildefonso, taking their families with them, When gy n
MlsSIfJY; Z nfederacy of Ais, Hasinais, Kadohadachos, Nabedaches o
an a:uICYatCaSiS’ Kichais, Naconis, and Tonkawas to joip , 8enery) c;a:}
konls};es' Despite promises to return in two mc.)nths, the Walrriop an
Apacined absent almost eighteen months while the men’s my;
zz;j;recedence over settlement ones.* |
When the Indians of south-central Tcy.cas agreed t'o ‘cast their Io -
joint mission settlements, Spanish officials anc% r@ssxonaries alike often polardsin
them as men who checked their valor at the mlss:«c‘)‘n d?or. The ideq of rniss::ayed
institutions through which to “conquer,” “subdue, pacify,” ang “SUbJ'ugate” Inl; g;
was so firmly locked in their imaginations that they refuseq to acknowjey .
reality of their situation. Despite such stereotypes (more often found ¢ highe
of administration), in day-to-day life the warriors at the San Antonio Missjo
and the Spania g
In a 1744 letter to Viceroy conde de Fuenclara, Governor Tomis Felj
praised the Indian men at Valero, describing them as “among the m
skillful in shooting arrows.” As a member of the 176668 Rubi inspe
to evaluate defensive capabilities across the northern provinces,
argued that presidial guards stationed at the San Antonio missions
because the one hundred
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crucial to the defense of the mission-presidio complexes,

“bow and arrow men” living there
“beyond reach of any local or outside attack.” When Hugo O’Conor, the commanp.-
dant inspector of presidios for the northern frontier, requested assessments of the
province of Texas’s capability to muster forces against a feared invasion by allied
Wichitas and Comanches in the 1770s, three different military officials—Rafael Mar-
tinez Pacheco ( twenty-year veteran and commandant of the E] Orcoquisac presidio),
Luis Antonio Menchaca (thirty-year veteran and commandant of the Béxar pre-
sidio), and Roque de Meding (adjutant-inspector of the interior presidios)—all

g - , , -
: ounted mission Indjap warr al components of the “forces of the prov-

pounds of gunpowder,

Béxar presidia] company,50
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